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To the Right Honourable 


The Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex. 


Have obſerv'd in ſeveral of our Modern Sermons 
1 a Stile below the Dignity of the Goſpel, and no 
way becoming the Preachers of his Doftrine whoſe 


; Kingdom is not of this World : When ſuch Diſcourſes 


meet with that Reception they deſerve, ſome are ready 


. 


to complain of the Hardſhips upon the Pulpit, from 
thoſe Cenſures which our unwary Brethren too juſtly 
draw upon themſelves ; but, never were there more 
preſſing Corrmands laid upon, more Encourdzements 
given to the Clergy to recommend Piety and Virtue, 
and to' reprove Wickedneſs and Vice, then in the 
Reign of out preſent Pious and truly Religious Queen. 
This is what I have aim d at in 1g following Diſ- 
courſe, which I ſhould not preſume to Dedicate to your 
Lordſhip, were I not verily perſwaded that it muſt needs 


do more Good in the World, when it has the Honour 


to appear with ſo great an Advantage, and I hope your 
Lordſhip will pardon a Liberty I ſhould not dare to 
take, in any other Cauſe than this of Religion. May 
your Lordſhip always be the Beloved of Heaven, as yon 
are now the Darling of your Country, the Delight of 
ſo many upon Earth, among all which there is not one 


more intirely Devoted to your Service, than, 
| My LOR D, | 
Your Lord ſhip's moſt Faithful, 
Aud moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 
A 2 The 


— 
—— 
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TE R. vi. 23. The latter part of the Verſe. 
my Voice, and I will be your God; and ye /ball be my 


= | 
copie: And walk ye in all the ways that I have cdu- 


manded you that it may be well with ou. 


HIS Chapter leads us to contemplate, God's great Goodneſs to 

| the Jews; and their vile Ingratitude towards him, his Good- 
X neſs, in that he had given them [inderſianding to diſcern be- 
tween Good and Evil; and Laws, every way calculated to make them 
Wiſe and Happy: And moreover, had taken ſuch Methods to convey his 
Precepts, by Mofes, Aaron, and the Prophets; and canfirm'd them with 
Miracles, in ſuch a Manner, that there might be no Room left for them 
to doubt, but that it was the whole Mind, and Will of God, which was 
declar'd to them; ſuch advantages had the Moſaick Diſpenſation, beyond 


the Patriarchal Oeconomy, and ſo much were the Fews eſpecially regar- | 
ded in that Diſpenſition; as juſtly gave them the diftinguiſhiog Appella- | 
tions of God's own; his Peculiar, his Choſen People, yet ſuch was their { 


Perver ſeneſt, ſuch thai Iogratitude, that they ſhut as it were their Kars 
agaiof his Voice, wal 
their own Conſciences, a ſtrange evil Spirit of Unbelief ſeems to have 
paſſeſſed them from the beginning: which had charm'd them to Slavery, 
under the Pretence of Liberty. Or elſe, how was it poſſible, that after fo 
great Demonſirations, of God's Wiſdom and Power, they ſhould be ſo 
little affected by them; gs to run ſome into Idolatry, and groſs S uperſli- 
ion, others into numerous, and unreaſonable Divi . Same to one 
xtream, ſome ta another, by which means it could not be, but that moſt 
of them muſt farſake the right way, and either worſhip falſe Gods, or 
75 the true God, in ſuch a manner as was highly diſpleaſiag to him. 
This Confuſion upon their Minds, in Matters of Religion, introduced a 
General Corruption of Manners, for unſettled Principles, as naturally end 
in a diſſolute Life, as a wicked Life-tends to make Men very ſcrupulous, 
ſceptical, and quarrelſome with their Religion. I obſerve therefore that 
a Man is as much obliged rightly to inform his Conſcience, as he 1s bound 
to act according to his Conſcience; for want of this did thoſe miſerable 
Pcopſe. blindly, and according to the conftant Property of a Zeal with- 
out Knowledge, very furiouſly purſue the Chimera's of a whimfical Brain 
for right Reaſon; the Dictates of corrupt Paſſion, for Piety and Vittue, 
and ina word, forfaking the Commandments of God, and perverting the 
Oxder.of things,. were grown ſo prepoſterouſly wicked, as to call Good 
Evil and Evil Good. Yet for all this, did the Goodneis of God ſtruggle 


with his Juſtice, and gs a tender Father pitieth his own Rebellious Chil- 


\ 


hear none of his Counlſels, nor yet the DiQtates | 


dren, | 
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dren, He ſpat d, He wept over them, arid all the time they were flying 
ajvay from him, Woo d. and intreated them to retura:; When none of 
theſe gentle Methods would do, He Cotrected; He Puniſhed; yet ſo, as 
in the midſt of Judgment, always to remember Mercy; and jovn d to 
every deliberate Stroke of his ſaving Rod, fuch loud, ſuch earneſt Calls, 
as might affe& their Minds, as well as Bodies; and fo prevent their ſeel- 
ing any more. Obey my Voice, and I will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 
People: And walk ye in all the ways theft] have commanded you, that it 
may be well with yo, Not that He, the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
Sleſſed for ever, who was iofinitely happy from all Eternity, and w 
had Myriads of bright Angels, moſt glorious Spirits, encompaſſing h 
Throne, and attending perpetually to obey his Commands; and could, 
by 2 Word of his Mouth, create as many more as he pleas'd ; could be 
Benefited, by the mean and inconfiderable Service, of his iaferiour Crea-» 
tures, does 1 importune them to ſerve him; No! but becauſe that is 
the beſt, the only way of ſerving themſelves, And I will, be your God, 
and ye ſhall be my People. Theſe Words of Sweetneſs and Endearment, 
proclaim the higheſt Honour, and ſureft Protection and Defence, for ac- 
cording to that juſt Obſervation of the Royal Pſalmiſt, Happy, exceeding 
happy ! are the People who are in ſuch a Caſe, Bleſſed, yea: and for ever 
Bleſſed! are the People who have the Lord of heaven and Egrth for thei 
Cod. And walk je in all my Commandments : that is, Compound not wit 
one Vertue, ſc the want of another, but practice an univerſal Obedience: 

And as none of my Commands are grievous, ſo do not ye grieve my Spi- 
rit v ſlighting the leaſt of them : That it may be well with you, foraf- 
much as according to the Eternal Decree of Heaven, it could not be well 
with the Wicked. And this was not ſpoke to N ratlites, as particu- 
lat Perſons, but as incorporated into a Nation. I ſhall therefore endea- 
irg, The be only way fe __ be Proſperous and to 
Firſt, That the only way for any Nation to be Proſperous and Happy, is 
obey God, and keep all bis Commandments ; that this has been 7 by the 
Experience of all Ages, ſince the Creation of the World; and that Remarka- 
bly in every Period of the Moſaick Diſpenſation; that the. Jewiſh Nation par- 
ticularly did ei ber flouriſh or decline in Reputation and Intereſt as they ob- 
es or 2 this Rule. 4 the Gi *4 "1 
_ © Secandly, That ſince the Rexplation of the Goſpel by the Son of God, me 
in theje laſt Ages of the World, have more clear Diſcoveries ＋. to u, 
than the Jews had, and conſequently are obliged to greater Degrees of Holi- 
neſs than they were. 3 WF or: apt +; 
Thirdly, That of all Nations under Heaven, We of this Iſland, ſeem fo 
have been God's peculiar Care, and have ſeen and felt the maſt amazing In- 


| ſtances of his Love and Goodneſs, And then, 


Fourthly, Till be very proper to Inquire, what ſuitable Returns ye 
have made, in order to diſcover what Duty remains te be perform'd by us, 
and to excite our Care and Diligence, in the Performance of it; this I take 
to be the true Deſign of our Solemn Aſſembling here at this time. And, 

Firſt, The only way for any Nation to be Proſperous and Happy, is to 
obey God, and keep all his Commandments, And the Truth of this Ob- 


| gervation will appear, whether we confider the Nature of Man; or tlie 
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Nature of Victue aud Vice; or the Wiſdom and Providence of God. As 
to the Nature of Man, we need. go no farther than ourſclves to find out 
its Depravity : The dire effect pf tht uograteful Diſobedience, which 
the Sons of Adam are too ready to diſcover, even under. the Covenant of 
Grace in us, that is, in our Fleſh dwelleth no good thing, but the Law 
in our Members, is continually Warring againſt the Law of cur Minds; 
and will too often vanquiſh and ſubdue it. So that the Good which we 
werd, that we do nit; but the Euil which we would not, that do we, 
Nor, does this Deptavity of Man's Nature, at all leſſen the Goodneſs of 
the Creator ; out of whoſe gracious Hand, he came unftain'd, pure, and 
zerfett; and might have continu'd ſo, if he had pleas'd, but rather 
eightens the Folly and Guilt, of ſuch a Rebellious Creature, whom allt 
Bounty of Heaven, could not oblige to keep but one fingle Command, 
Let us therefore inſtead of murmuring againſt Providence, always Wiſe, 
and juſt and Good, fix the Wretchedneſs of our Nature, upon its proper 
Cauſe, ard lay the blame whelly upon ourſelves; and then by contempla- 
ting, from,what a Pitch of Glory.and Happineſs, the Apoſtate Angels tell, 
and into wht a Gulph'of Horrot and Miſery, *twill be eaſie to account 
for ſuch a Charge” in Adam's Nature, upon his Fall from God, as is as 
much diſtact from, ard below, what it was at firſt, as Heaven is from 
Hell. He u ho wanted fog nothirg before, became ſenſible that he wanted 
every thing bow; a fc rip? „4 forſaken, a contemptible Rebel: Naked, 
Fer deſtitvte of Cloaths to cover him, the delightful Fre\'s of Paradiſe, 
muſt be left for Briars aud Thorns ; the Emblems of thoſe keen Appetites, 
and ſharp Paſſions; "Which prick'd, and fretted, and ga!l'd, and tormen- 
ted, his guiſty Breaſt" within, his Reafon be debas'd, and bend down, 
under the he vy load of Sin, and thus the firſt Spring of Nature being 
polluted, muſt re eſſarily convey the ſame, thro' all the Channels into 
"whick it flow, not yet, does this Depravity of Nature, deſtroy the 
Ert ede m oi the Will; which, tho' it be hard and difficult, tis not im- 


N= prefetye'; Man may make himſelf in ſome Meaſute, a neceſſaty 


zent, but He # tot Born fa, An earneft, 2 ſincere Endeavour, joyn'd 

Mich hearty Prayer ſor Grace, a cloſe Attention of the Mind to Truth, 2 
Tockirg w. ll, abd carefully into curſelves, vie u in frequently the firſt 
"Springs ard Operations of our Minds, a due Regard to the Temper and 
Conſtitution of our Bodies, a ſpeedy Application of Remedies, will do 
"the Work: But alas! how ſew are there of all the Sons of Adam, who 
will be at this Pains, and conſcquently are free: How do their Imperious 
Tuſts and Paſſions Captivate, and Erflave,. Tyrannize, and Inſult over 

them. Making them like the Cer#uricn's Servants, Go, when they bid 
them go, Ce me, when they bid tt-m come, do whatever they command 


them. And, if it te ſo hd, ard cifficult, to reſtrain and keep Mar- 
kind within any tolerable bounds, even à hen they have all the Helps and 


"Advantages imaginable ;' alas! what would Feccme of the World, were 
there no Law to govern it? What a difmal Place would it be, if Chance 


only reign'd ? and God Being, and Government, as ſome would have 


them, were baniſh'd out of the World? Or if, as others, no leſs Pro- 
phanely tell us; He had left the Affairs of it to our Management and Dil- 


"polal, the wiſeſt of all the Sons of Men, could nat with his greateft Skill 


and 
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und Conduct, perform ſuch a Task for one Hour; were Solomon's Self 
aſive to attempt it, and God ſhould Condeſcend by ſuch an Experiment, 
to check the Aſpiring Pride of poor Moftals, to ſuſpend his Care for a 


_ — 


Time, even he, like a Blind Man that had loſt his Guide, would ſoon 
wander into unknown Labyrinths, fall into a Pit, anc periſh: And to 
what would the Kingdoms of the Earth be like? Or with what Compa- 
riſon ſhall we compare them? To a Conſervatory of all forts of Wild 
Beaſts, turn'd into a Wilderneſß, where each having broke his Chain, 


and got looſe from his Keeper, Ranges, Roars, Bites, and Devours, all 


that are not ſwifter, or ſtronger than he. Therefore, Obey my Voice, ſays 


| God, let me be your Governor, who made you, and ſor that Reaſon, have 


both a Right to Govern, and a Power to Preſerve you: | have, by my 


| own infinite Wiſdom, copſider d your Caſe 4. and ſoreſeeing the Conſe- 


uences of all Actions, and the Events of all Things, thro all Ages of 
the World, have ſuited my Commands, according ta every Circumſtance 
and Condition of Human Life, and made them neceflarily Conducive fo 
Happineſs, both here and hereafter. For, do but conſider the Nature of 
virtue and Vice, how direMly they oppoſe each other, advancing the In- 


| tereſt of two contrary Maſters, and then, as Wiſdom directs, look to 


the End. You will ſee that as different as the Way, the Ways of Virtue 
are phin, open. and ſtraight before us, ſafe and delighttul; and jhey lead 
to everlaſting Glory and Bliſs : The ways of Sin, are crooked, TIntricate, 
and amazing, Vexatious to ourſelves and others. If a Man looks back, he 
can ſee nothing hut Confuſion and Shame; if forwards, Sorrow and Mi- 
ſery : 'For the End is Death Eternal. But it lies upon me at preſent, to 
ſhew the Advantage of keeping God's Commands, not ſo much as they 
reſpe& particular Perſons, and the other World, as they tend to ſupport 
Nations and States in this World, and becauſe Religion * the ſureſt Tye 
upon Men's Confciences, and a juſt Apprehenſion, and Awe, and Reve- 
rential Fear of God, founded upon true Notions of his Nature, and Eſ- 
ſence, and Attributes; are the ſtrongeſt Bands of Civil Society and Go- 
veroment: The Duties of the Firſt Table, were deſign'd, to unite the 
Affections, and Interefts, and Aims, of all Men, into the only proper 
ObjeR, the God of all the World; directing afterwards in what manner 
he is to be ſerv'd, and to promote this End the more effectually, ſetting 
apart a Publick Day for the Celebration of his Worſhip : That by this 
Memorial, of the wonderful Deliverances, God had wrought for, and the 
many Bleffiags, he had beſtaw'd upon one Nation; others might be en- 
couraged, to depend upon his Scepter, 2nd fo procure, as great Delive- 
rances, and Bleſſiogs for themſelves: But as the Duties of the Second 
Table, regard Man alone, ſo they ſeem to ſugge!t more abundant Rind- 
neſs, than Man is able to return; foraſmuch as his Welfare is provided 
for, in more Commands then his Lord and Maſters Honour, For can any 
Peace be preſerv d in that State? or any Nation flouriſh ? where Children 
obey not their Parents, nor Parents, carefully, virtuouſly, and religiouſly, 
breed up their Children: Or where Subjects are diſobedient to the juſt 
Commands of thoſe that are ſet in Authority over them : and refuſe to 
Jive quietly under their Government, and to contribute. according to 
their Capacity, to the Defence and OE of it. If Scholars think 
: | 4 them- 
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themſelves, too wife to ſubmit to their Governors; Chriſtians deſpiſe their 
Spiritpal Paſtors and Teachers, and theſe likewiſe overlook their Duty to 
thoſe committed to their Care; Can it be well with ſuch a People? If 
Men were permitted to Murther one another, upon every Heat or Paſ- 
fion, aud to break the very Bands of Civil Society, which are the Pro- 
tectioa and Security of ifs Members, could a Nation flouriſh ? And do 
not V-riance, Hatred, Emulation, Envy, Revenge, Kvil Speaking, weaken, 
divide, and ruine all? What is more deſtructive of Peace and Order, then 


the Breach of the Seventh Commandment? A proſtituting the moſt So- 


lemn Vow that can be made betwixt Man and Man : to ſeparate the near- 
eſt Relarions, lay the Ground of infinite Quarrels, and Hatred, and Divi- 


: fions in Families, and oftentimes occaſioning Murders, Seditions, and 


Conteations in the Civil State? What is more injurious to the Publick, 
than to Emaſculate Mens Minds, Enfeeble their Bodies, and to. propa- 
gate Sickneſs and Infirmities to their Poſterity? In a Word, if Cheating 
and Oppreſfi>n, Fraud and Faiſhood and perfidiouſueſs, are injurious to 
the Common-wealth ;.( and if they are not ſo, I know not what is) If 
it does receive Damage, by Calumnics, Tale-bearing, Raſh Speaking, 
and falſe N—_— by. Coveting our Neighbours Goods, and endea- 
youring to deprive him of his Right; then I think, it does plainly ap- 
pear, ſtom the Nature of Virtue and Vice, as well as from the Nature 
of Min. that no Nation can be Proſperous avd Happy, without keeping 
God's Commandments. A private Perſon may, and _ does flouriſh 
in his Sin, and this is the Cauſe, that many Wicked Mev, are ſo puft up 
with Pride, and holden in laiquity: Yet how often, are they ſeen to 


conſume, periſh, and come to a fearſul End: Infomuch that there are 
no Remains left, of all the Pomp and Grand ure, they ſo vainly gloried 


in. I went by, and lo, they were gone, ] ſought them, but their place could 


no where be found. 


But if this be not always the Caſe, yet another State, will eaſily ac- 
count for God's Forbearatice, But his Wiſdom and Providence are con- 
cern'd, to Reward and Puniſh Nations, in this World; becauſe, as Na- 
tions, there is'no after Reckonings for them, And alſo to preſerve the 
Authority of his Laws, add ſecure the Obedience of his Subjects. Of the 

triarchal Age, there is little Recorded, for which Reaſon it is call d by 
the Jews, the Days of Emptineſs; yet this we are told for a Warning: 
that tbeir Wickedneſs brought an Univerſal Deluge, which ſwept them all 
away, except Eight Perſons only, whoſe Righteouſneſs preſerved them. But I 
am ſure the Moſaic Diſpenſation, is full of Inſtances, of the Proſperity 
or Adverſity of Nations, as they ohey d, or tranſgreſs'd the Law of God, 
What Plagues did He bring upon the Egyptians * He turn d their Waters 
into Blood, fo that they might not drink of the River: When this had no Kf- 
fect, he ſent, Frogs: then Lice and Flie : Murrain amongſt. their Cattle; 
Biils and Blains upon themſelves, Uumov'd by theſe Puniſhments, He 
ſhower'd down Hail to deſtray Man and Beaſt, ſuch Shoals of uncommon Lo- 
cafts, as darkned their Land, and devour'd the Fruits of their Ground. And 
laſtly, when nothing elſe could open their Ryes, and melt their harden'd 
Hearts, in one Night He miraculouſly deftroy'd all their Firſt- born. But it 
vn the State of the Jem, 1 propos d chiefly to conſider, becauſe to _ 


. 


— IS WIS —— 


bis Countenance, that he was forced to put a Veil upon 
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the Text does immediately reſer; as alſo, becauſe they were choſen by 


God, to Illuſtrate his Providence, and to be the Rule, aud Standard of 


his Dealings, with all other People. Hear therefore the Laws given to 
them. F ye walk in my Statutes, and keep my Commandments, and do 
them: then the Land ſhall yield her Increaſe ; and the Trees their Fruit; 
and your Threſbing ſhall reach unto the Vintage; and the Vintage ſhall reach 
unto the Sowing Time; and ye ſball eat your Bread unto the full ; and dwell 
in your Land ſafely; and I will give Peace in the Land; and ye ſhall chaſe 
your Enemies; Neither ſhall the Sword go t hre your Land; and 1 will walk 
among you ; and will be your God ; and ye ſhall be my People, but, if ye will 
not wr to me; and will not do all theje Commandments ; I will ſend 
Diſeaſes amongſt you ; and if ye will not for this . arken unto me; then 1 
will puniſh you ſeven times move for your Sins, I will brirg a Sword upon 
you ; that ſhall avenge the Quarrel of my Covenant: and when ye are gathe- 
red together wit bia your Cities; 1 will ſend Peſtilence among u; and ye 
Hall be deliver d into the hand of the Enemy; and I will break the Staff of 
your Bread; and it ſhall be deliver d to you by Weight; and ye ſhall eat, and 
not be ſatisfied. According to theſe Promiſes and Threatnipgs Obſerve, 
that all the Days of Joſhua, while the People ſerv'd the Lord, they Con- 
quer'd all that oppoſed them: Five Kings at once lay at Joſtua's Feet: 
And in the Days of the Elders that out-liv'd him; they were in a moſt 


| Courting Condition 1 But when there aroſe another Generation after 
them, whi 


ch knew not the Lord, but did Evil in bis fight: whitherfoever 
they went, the hand of the Lord was againſt them; all the former 
Plenty of their Country, was turn d to Want: for the Midianites, the 
Amalehkites, and the Children of the Eaft, left neither Suſtenance for 
them, nor their Cattle. Many more Inſtances of this kind might be pro- 
dyced, to ſhew that the Fews had it intirely in their own Power to be 
Happy: they had plain and reaſonable Laws to walk by, fair Warning 
before hand, lively Promiſes, and Threatnings, to allure them to their 
Duty, and to deter them from Sin. They ſaw by Experience, that 
Righteouſneſs exalteth « Nation, but that Sin is « Reproach to any People; 
that in all Ages, #hoſe that fem d God, and wrought Righteouſneſs, were 
r But, 

Secondly, Since the Revelation of the Goſpel, by the Son of God, we in 
theſe laft Ages of the World, have more clear Diſcoveries ts fo us, then © 
the Jews bad; and conſequently, are oblig'd to greater Degrees of Holineſs 
than they were. Tis true, Moſes had the Trabicendent Priviledge to ſee 
God's Face; but, ſuch Bright, over-powering Rays of Glory darted from 
his own. The 
loud Sound of the Trumpet pierc'd his Kars, and Alarm'd all the Powers 
of his Soul; the terrible Quaking of the Mountain, ſhock the Founda- 
tions of his Heart: But at the ſame time, filbd his Breaft with Horror 
and Amazement: for he confeſid, that be was terribly afraid. We all 
with open Face; as in a Glaſs, behold the Glory of the Lord ; who, in 

; to our Frailty and Fears, pitied cur Nature, by aſſuming it 
himſclf, that ſo, in the moſt gentle, eaſy, and familiar way, he might 


ipftruR his Diſciples, without terrifying them: His Words were-foft, 
He was 
juſtly 


and mild, yet powerful, and engaging ; vpon which accounts, 
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Juftly ſaid, fo ſpeak as neuer Man did. He told the Fews, That he came 


down from Heav'n, from the Biſom of his Father, for that he was Gods own 


Son; that his Deſign was not to deſtroy the Law and the Prophets, but to 
fulfil them: that he was the very Sum and Subſtance, of all their $ha- 


dows, the Meſſlas ſo lively deſcrib'd in their Propheſies, ſet forth in their 


Types, fo long, and ſo carneftly expected by them: That his Bufineſs 
was to reform the World, and he went about doing Good ; He wrought 
ſuch Miracles, as none before him could pretend to do. He went about 
_ all Galilee, healing all manner of . and Diſeaſes, He rais'd the 
Dead, and caſt out Devils ; He miraculouſly Fed many Thouſands , the boi- 
ſterous Winds, and enrag'd Seas obey'd his Voice; He was Transfigured be- 
fore his Diſciples, wher: the Beauty of Heaven, deſcending on his Coun- 
tenance, to be there more Beautiful, diſcover d the ſenſible Preſence of 
the Deity in him. Many of theſe, he did in an Inſtant, by an abſolute 
Dominion over Nature, He no ſooner ſaid, Be thou clean, but immedi. 
ately the Leper was cleanſed. Theſe plain Effe&s of a Divine Power, the 
Phariſees tliemſelves could not but own, tho' they would not acknowledge 
the true Cauſe; and almoſt all the SpeRators ſaid, when Chriſt comes, 
the promis'd Deliverer, will he do more Miracles, than theſe, which this 
Min hath done. He was born as the Meſſiah was to be born, of 2 Vir- 
gin, of the Family of David, in the Town of Bethlehem; 'Twas foretold, 
That He ſhuld be numbred with Tranſgreſſors, and He was Crucify”d betwixt 
two Thieves, that His Garments ſhould be divided, - and Lots caſt for his 
Coat. Ar his Death the Rocks rent, the Air Thunder'd, « the Graves were 
opened, and all the Powers of Heaven and Earth, were in ſtrong Convulſions, 
and great Agomes, while the Ld of Nature was expiring on the Croſs. 
And then, to be aſſured that he was really Dead, One of them which 
ſtood by, pierc'd his Side with a Spear, and forthwith there iſſued out 
Blond and Water; further yet, all poſſib e was taken to ſecure his 
Fepulchre, by rolling a great Stone to the Door, and ſetting a Watch; 
but alas! there wits no confining him, to whom all Power belongs. Deſtroy 
this Temple, ſays He, and, in Three Days, I will raiſe it up. And he 
was as good as his Word; for, he roſe from the Dead, convers'd with 
his Diſciples Forty Days; ſhew'd them his Hands, and his Feet, made 
Themas thruſt his Finger into his Side, and Diſcours'd with them, about 
thoſe very things, which He had taught them before his Paſſion, 
Then ia the Preſence of a great Number, He viſibly Aſcended up into 
Heaven, as he told his Diſciples he ſhould do, and thereupon made good 


his Promiſe, t) ſend them another Comforter. For the Holy Ghoſt came 


down, and inſtrudſed the Apoſiles, in all Knowledge, and in all Truth. So 
that if we will but give the ſame Credit to the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
that we would to any common Hiſtory, 'tis impoſſible to disbelieve it; 
He degrades Himſelf below the Dignity of being a Man, who refuſes to 
be a Cytiſtian. Well therefore; did he upbraid the Cities, wherein 
moſt of his miahty works were done; becauſe they either believed not; 
or elſe liv'd. as if they did not believe: Wo unto thee Corazin, wo unto thee 
Bethſaida, for if the mighty works which have been done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long vgo in Sackcloth and 
Aſhes : If 1 had not done amongſt them the Works which —_— 
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Man did, they had not had Sin; but now haye they no Cloak for their 
Sin. This is therefore the Condemnation, that Light is come into the World, 
and Men love Darkneſs rather than Light. He told them, that many Pro- 
phets, and Kings, had deſir d earneſily to ſee the things which they ſaw, and 
could not ſee them; and to hear the things which they heard, and could not hear 
them: That to whom much was given, of them much would be required; 
and if they ſhould fall away now, twould be itopc ſſible to renew their 
State, and ſave them. Theſe Truths, were of ſuch Force, as to make 
not only many Converts, but many Martyrs to Chriſtianity : Which, we 


cinnot imagine they could ever have done, if they had not been foun- 


ded upon the cleareſt Evidence: A better Covenant, upon better Pro- 
miſes; and therefore might reaſonably bind its Profeſſors, - to greater 
Sanctity, even than the Moſaic Diſpenſation : To be Holy, as God is Holy, 
in all manner of Converſation : to be Pure, as Chrift is Pure, to firive to en- 
ter in at the ſtraight Gate, to wor k out our Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling; to add to the moſt lively Faith, the moſt illuſtrious Virtue ; to the 
moſt ſhining Virtue, the ſtricteſt Temperance ; and to the ſtricteſt Tempe- 
rance,the moſt reſoly'd Patience; and to all theſe, the moſt unſeign'd, ard 
comprehenfive Brotherly Love: and one Virtue to another, and one De- 
gree of Virtue to another, that thus we might, as far as in us lay, aden 
the glorious Coſpel of the Bleſſed God; and make our own Calling and Elefli- 
on ſure, But, as Chriſtianity is crown'd with more Bleſfings, and atten- 
ded with greater Helps and Advantages, than either the Patriarchal, or 
Moſaic Hiſpenſation, and conſequently, obliges its Profeſſors, by all the 
Ties of Duty and Gratitude, to exceed them in Holineſs. So, 

©, Thisdly, Of all Nations under Heaven, we of this Iſland, ſeem to have 
been God's peculiar Care; and have ſeen, and felt, the moſt amazing Inſtan- 
ces, of his Love and Goodneſs. Riches, and Plenteouſneſs, have ſeem'd to 
dwell in our Land; a ſort of Microcoſm, or little World, abounding 
with things neceſſary and convenient for its ſelf, and able, frequently, 
to ſupply its Neighbours: The great Creator, by his good Providence, 
join'd with his Almighty Power, has made the Sea to become a Wall to 
us, encompaſſing us with Bleſſings on every Side: Peace and plenty 
within, Safety and Protection without; thus, to our juſt Wonder and 
Aſtoniſi ment, may we ſee the People of a little Iſland, after a long and 
expenſive War Abroad. Icok flouriſhing, fat, and well liking at Home. 
While the numerous Inhabitants of à vaſt Continent, are ruin'd by the 
inſatiable Ambition of their King; And whilſt we have been getting 
Towns and Countrys, can't ſo much as get Bread, Nor is the Conſtitu- 
tion of our Government, lefs an Inſtance of the Divine Favour, beariog 
the neareſt Reſemblance, to that ſtgi& Law of Wiſdom, Juitice, and 
Rightequſneſs, by which God himſelf Governs the World. Defign'd 
for, and every way adapted to the Good of Mankind, So that every 
Engliſh Man, as ſoon as he is capable of enjoying them, is taught 
to know, that he has Rights and Privileges ſecured to him, by the ſame 
Tye, that he pays his Obedience and Submiſſion to his Prince. But, as I 
would give no Offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry might not be 
blamed, ſo it would be out of my Sphere, and ynbecoming my Function 
to ſay any thing more of theſe things, than what directly tends to pro- 
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with Simplicity, and Godiy Sincerity, and fuch as will moſt 
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mote the Glory of Chrifs Kingdom. And then as to the Chriſliat Reli- 
gion, which is the greateft Bleſſing that ever God vouchſafed to the 
World; it made an early Entrance into this Iſland; within a few Years 
after the Crucifixion of our Saviour; and here we may obſerve a patti- 
cular Providence, in bringing Good out of Evil, by a Series of Cauſes, fo 
dark and diſmal in themſelves, as none but God could foreſce, would a- 
bove an Hundred Years £fter, moſt Illuſtriouſly ſhine forth in the Event. 
For the Diviſions of the Britains amongſt themfelves, made Room for 
Julius Caſar, about the Year of the World's Creation, Three Thouſand 
Nioe Handred and Thirteen, to Invade this their Country, and make it 
2 Province of the Roman Empire. Thus were the Inhabitants, who were 
before rude and barbarons, Civiliz'd and Poliſh'd, zud by that mean; 
pfrepar'd for the early Reception of the Goſpel ; which has been ftill pre- 


. fery'd here, in greater Purity, than any place that we know of in the 


World. Our People are not commanded to ſearth the Scriptures, and yet 
kept from underftanding them. To believe Self-evident Contradichions; 
to hop- for Salvation, without Repentance and 4 God Life; they are not 
bere de luded, to give up their Intereſts, their Subſtance, their Conſciences, 
their S vlt, to the Specious Pretences, and fair Promiſes; of their Ambiti- 
ous, il! deſigning Teachers, who have not fear'd to invade the very Rights 
of H:avin, Imitating that Aſpiriog Apoſtate Prince, whoſe Spirit ſeems 


no fo reign in thoſe Sons of Diſobedience-; ane as he carried our Lord 


the Gly of this World, the leaſt part of which, he had no Right th give, 
ſo do the Popiſh Priefts, tempt end betray his Diſciples, by ſhewing in a 
faſſe Light, the-Glories of the other World, aud then prophanely pro- 
miting to give them all, if they will but Worſhip their Images, implicit- 
ly follow the moſt unreaſonable Commands, which, in reality, is nothing 
leſs than falling down and ' worſhipping them, But we Preach Chrift Cruci- 
fy'd, to the Jews a Stumbling Block, to the Greeks Foolifhneſs; to the Ro- 
man Cathohcks Mammn ; but to us that truly believe, the Wiſdom, ard 
the Power of God. Our Preaching is not with Worldly Wiſdom, but in 
Demorftration of the Spirit, and with Power; and every Man's Con- 
ſcience will witneſs for us, when we diſcharge our Duty arient, it is 

ectually 
make Men wiſe unts Salvation. And it muſt be 2wn'd, as a Sabftaotial 
Proof, of God's Approbation of the Reform'd Religion, that it has fo 
wonderfully, efcap'd my Plots and Conſpiracies, out- ivd many of its 
cruel Adverfaties ; and we traft wilt out ye them all. For, Blefled be 
ts Holy Nime, He has plicd at the Hezd of it, a Queen, whom He may 
take Delight to'Hotour, Who by her Exemplary Piety Adorns, as by 
Her Wiſdom and Power ſne Defends, the Paith which was once deliver d to 
the Saints. To her Religious Care, the Juſtice of the Cauſe we are En- 
gaged in, and ſome few Pious Lots àmongſt us, may we reaſonably im- 
pute the Glorious Succeffes that attend Her Reign, in the Adminiſtration 


and Maſter up to 2 Pinnacle of the Temple, and tempted him _ alt 
8 


of Civil Affairs; not our Profperity only, but dur common Safety. Had 


not theſe flood in the Gap, to plead for our Nation, according to the 

Diſcovery God has made of himfelf, and according to his Dealing with 

other Nations, what muſt have become of us? for alas / the greateſt * 
* 


| Notions, whi 


The Way to make a Nation Happy. 13 
are ſo far from living like a People ſav'd by the Lord, and diſtin- 
oi d by Mercies from all the reſt I Mankind, that all things confi» © 
der'd, they will appear, to have diſtinguiſh'd themſelyes, by the greateſt 
Wickednefics, and the higheſt logratitude. Witneſs thoſe Agteiſlieal 
ch ſome haye even dar d to ubliſh, whilſt God's Judgments 
are Abroad in the World, and his Long: uffering, Mercy, and undeſery'd 
Goodneſs, have excited his Almighty Power, to guard and ſecure them. 
Why will they rob us of that Comfort we have, ſince they cannot give 
us any ? Why will they pull down, and ruin all, ſince they can build up 
nothing in the Room of it? Can they contemplate this noble Fabrick of 
the World, which rais'd ſo many Wiſe and Great Men to the higheſt 
Admiration. O Lord.” bow manifold are thy Works in Wiſtom thou haſt 
made them all : the whole Earth is full of thy Greatneſs Can they copti» 
der their own curious Frame, how fe arfully and wonderfully they theen- 
ſelyes are made, both as to Soul and Body, and yet flight and deipiſe 
their Maker. Others have endeayour'd to ridicule the Sacred Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, deny'd the Divinity of our Saviour, made God 4 Lyar, and as 
ar as in them lay, Crugify'd his dear Son, who dy'd for them. afreſh,. and 
put him to an open Shame. Wicked! and prophape: bold! preſumptu- 
ous ! and harden'd Sinners! that would not rather tremble before hem, 
whofe Voice did ſhake the Karth, and break the very Rocks aſundet. 
who turn their Regſon, againſt him who gave it them, and make that 
which ſhould have been for their Welfare, an Occaſion of their falling ſor 
ever. And to captivate and debaſe the Minds of others, and make as 
many Companions in Miſery as they can; recommend their ſcanty, {laviſh 
Notions, under the ſpecious Character of advancing Reaſon, aud of Free 
Thinking : as the Devi] whoſe Service they ate drudging in, 'tempted 
our Firn parents out of Paradift by telling them, Te ſhall be hike Gods. 
Miterable Men! as if it could be an Argument of their having more 
Light to be always groping in the Dark, as if it were an advancing of 
Reaſon, to be diving into things bey ond Reaſon 3, as if it were proper for 
them, weak and unwortby Creatures, #0 underſtand all the bidden Myſte- 
rtes of God, which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither bath it entred 
into the Heart of Man 19 conceive here, but it will be part of our Happineſs 
hereafter, Now we ſee thro' a Glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face; nom 
we know in part, but then (hall we know, even as we are (nenn. Others 
have deny'd the Immortality of the Scyl, againſt Natural and Moral Argu- 
ments, againſt Revelation, againſt its own Difates, and too juſtly dread- 
ing that Doom they have deſerv'd, to be for ever Miſerahle, endeavour 
to appeaſe their raving Conſciences, with wretgaefy falſe deluding hope 
that they ſball ceaſe to be. Others make it theif Buſineſs to Invalidate Re- 
ligion, by ſcoffibg and railing, repreſenting it as a Folitick Contrivance of * 
State, and its Miniflers, as mov'd only by Worlely Intereſt, to promote 
and carry it on. Vain unthinking Men! was it any Advantage to the A- 
poſtles, and Primitive Chriſtians, % be .perſecuted, from Place to Place; 
deſtitute, afflited, tormented: to wander t in Sheepsbins,.” and Goat 
Eins; to Labour and Travel, in Watchings often; in Feſlings often; and at 
Laſt to be put 10 a moſt crael Death. Yet all theſe nctorieuſly infamous 
Principles haye heen maintained, and becauſe Septency, againſt ſuch Evil 
| | FE en ok, 
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Works is not executed ſpeedily ; therefore the Hearts of theſe wicked Men are 
fully ſet in them to do Evil, Prophaneneſs is grown into a faſhionable Cu- 
ſtom, and eſteem'd a becoming Grace to Converſation, it is uſed to fill 
up the Deſects of Senſe, and ſet off Cowardice with an Heroic Air. Thus 
is God defy'd, his Holy Name prophan'd, his Worſhip Contemu'd, and 
the poor unthinking Vulgar, believing it an Honour to imitate their Su- 
periors, learn to Swear and Curſe by Example. Immorality, like a com- 
mon Proftitute, not content with private Wickedneſs; and to lurx in 
the ſecret Corners of the Streets, ſhews her Impudent Face in the moſt 
publick Places, and fo ſpreads her contagious Iufluence, in Defiance of 
all the Laws of God and Man. 8 
Beſides all theſe, a great Heat and Fervor about thiogs of no Moment 
at all, and a great Coldneſs and Indifferency to true Religion, can't but 
be obſerv'd in fome even of the better part of us. Who ſeldome take 
Sate to diſtinguiſh the Lord's Day, from all the reſt, but by being 
more Idle, more uſeleſs and inſignificant upon it; by making more need- 
leſs, not to ſay Impertinent, Viſits; and by hearing more vaio Conver- 
ſation upon that than any other Day. And of thoſe who do attend the 
Service of the Church, how many ſeem to make it but a common Form, 
an Occaſion to loyter away a ſpace of Time they know not how to ſpend. - 
How ready are they to Carp at our Doctrine, and find fault even with 
their Teachers, and ridicule the very Miniſters of God which he has ſent 
to do them Good. How few hear us with that Spirit of Meekneſs, with 
that teachable Diſpoſition as if they were reſoly'd. to Practice what they 
hear, the Word of Truth which is able to ſave their Souls, And when any 
People have grown carcleſs and indifferent as to Religious Dutics, and 
have negleRed to pay their Tribute of Publick Prayer and Praiſe to God, 
have ſlighted his Miniſters, and deſpiſed his Word. That People have 
fallen from private Worſhip too, have funk into all manner of Vice and 
Wickedneſs; brought Diſhonour and Shame, and at laſt Ruin, to that 
Nation or Country to which they did belong. I might appeal-to either 
the Greek, or the Roman, or even the Turkiſh Hiſtory for the Truth of 
this Obſervation. Theſe are ſad Truths, diſmal to me to relate, and diſ- 
mal to every good Chriſtian to hear. But yet they muſt be told, and 
heard and conſider'd too, if ever we hope to be long a Happy People, to 
enjoy our uſual Plenty, and to ſee a glorious and a laſting P.* ce. For 
this Reaſon it is, that we are call'd upon from the Throne, to Faſt for 
our paſt Sins, to mortifie our Luſts and Paſſions, bring our Souls to their 
due Frame, and to pray for Grace to ſerve God, with all our Heart, our 
Mind, our Soul, our Strength. That ſo he may Guard and Protect us at 
Home, go along with, and Fight for, our Armies Abroad. That no Se- 
dition ay diſturb this State, nor Schiſms diſtract this Church; but as we are 
Members of the ſame Body, and Profeſſors of the ſame Faith and Hope, ſo 
we may with one Heart and one Mouth glorifie God, And indeed were we 
not Commanded to do this, the Time itfelf would ſuggeſt ſomething 
like it to us. For the Wiſdom of our Church has ſet it apart, as a proper 
Scaſon, to Faſt, and Pray, and Humble ourſelves, for thoſe Sins, which 
occaſion'd the Faſting, and Prayer, and Humiliation of our dear Lord. 
We do now, but Commemorate his Love, and Imitate his 3 
des, 
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Beſides, our Brave Generals are making ready to hazard their own 
Lives, and the Lives of many Thouſands in the Field of Battle. And 
ought not we, #0 put on the whole Armor of God, and Fight with Prayers, 
Supplications, and Tears, and endeavour to do all the Good we can, 
both for their Sakes and our own. ? 
The Affairs of all Europe, ſeem to be near a Criſis, and the Happineſs 
of us, and our Poſterity, to depend upon what is ſhortly to be accompli- 
ſhed. Therefore, as we value our Liberties and Properties, and what 
ht to be dearer to us our Religim ; as we value the Welfare of our 
dear Children, who are part of ourſelves; as we value the Good of that 
Country where we were born; and where we have lived ſo Happily for 


many Years; as we would preſerve that Government, which coſt ſo much 


Blood and Treaſure, to make it wha? it is, the beſt in the whole World. 
Let us ſtudy which are the proper Methods to apſwer all theſe gloricus 
Ends, and be as ſincere in Practiſing, as we are exact in Corfidering them. 
I am aware, before whom 1 have the Honour to ſpeak, as alſo of the 
preſſing Neceffity of what I am with Humiſity to offer. That every obe 
of us would, in out reſpeRive Stations and Places, vigorouſly. ſet about 
the noble and neceſſary Work of a Reformation of Manners. It is high 
Time, to think of this in good earneſt, when Vice appears ſo hold ly and 
openly, when it has got ſuch a head, that it can hardly bear to be check 
and controul'd; and when; as the Roman Hiſtorian complains of his 
Times, ad ea Tempora, quibus nec vitia noſira, nec remedia, pati p. ſumus, 
perventum eſt. However, Men muſt be told of their Sin and Danger, and 
great Cate muſt be taken to reform them. For this end it is that we, the 
Miniſters of God, are ſent forth, with a Command to take keed unto 
ourſelves, and to our Doctrine, to reprove, rebuke, and ea hort; fo feed 
the Flock of Chrift, as we love our dear Maſter, would diſcharge our 
great Truſt, and hope to give up our Accounts with Joy. Tis true, 
very ſtrong and powerful Engagements, do attend the Execution of our 
Office, for we have the Terrors of the Lord. But by theſe we can only 
rſwade Men, Fit therefore is it, that cur Perſwaſions, ſhould be 
ck'd by the Authority of the Magiſtrates. For if they bear the Sword in 
vain, we muſt neceſſarily Preach in vain tco. And as the Magiſtrate is 
to puniſh, ſo is it every ones Duty to Inform the Magiſtrate, whenever 
he obſerves a Tranſgreſſion of the Law; for otherwiſe it cannot be, bur 
that Sin muſt many Times go unpuniſh'd : And he who complains not to 
Juſtice againft it, does ſeem to conſent to, and become a Partner in that 
Crime; and perhaps as many more, as a profligate Sinner, harder d by 
Impunity ſhall commit. Some, I know, as being nearly concern'd that 
Vice ſhould not be oppoſed, have made it their Bufineſs, to caft an Odi- 
um upon the Word Informer, as if it were not Good Manners, to endea- 
vour to reform bad ones; a8 if the Gentleman, and the Chriſtian, were 
Titles Inconſiſtent, But he that- would pleaſe Men, rather than God, 
has as wrong Notions of God Breeding, as if he ſhould turn his back upon 
his Prince, in order to Complement his Servant. He that is aſham'd of 
God, and of his Word, of him ſhall the Bleſed Son of God be aſham'd, when 
he cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the Holy Angels, Let no Man 


therefore ſuffer himſelf to be banter'd cut of his Religion, no Wiſe or 
» Good 
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